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Master of Science in Athletic Training 
 
Program Director:  S. Hacherl 
MSAT Faculty: C. Shaff, K. Eiler,, S. Hacherl, K. Remsburg 
 
The Master of Science in Athletic Training (MSAT) program is a professional program designed for students who do not 
hold a bachelor’s degree in athletic training but who want to pursue athletic training credentials by the Board of 
Certification (BOC) and pursue a career as an athletic trainer.  Franklin College athletic training is accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education (CAATE).  A degree from a CAATE accredited program is 
necessary for students to be eligible for the BOC exam.   

Program Options 
Two options are available for the MSAT: 
 

1. 3+2 program for entering first-year students or potential undergraduate transfer students 
2. Two-year professional program for students who already hold a bachelor’s degree 

 
Regardless of the program option, coursework specific to the MSAT is completed over one summer session (classes begin 
in July) followed by coursework over fall, winter, and spring semesters for two years. 
 
3+2 Program 
The 3+2 (five years total) program is intended for entering first-year students, transfer students or students who change 
majors early in their undergraduate education. During the first three years, each student will complete the MSAT program 
prerequisites and bachelor’s degree requirements for the major of their choice (exercise science is recommended). Upon 
acceptance into the graduate program, students will begin coursework for the MSAT during summer session prior to their 
fourth year. At the end of the student’s fourth year, he or she will receive a bachelor’s degree. At the end of successful 
completion of the fifth year, each student will earn a Master of Science in Athletic Training degree. 
 
Two-Year Professional Program 
The two-year program is intended for students who have already earned a bachelor’s degree and have completed required 
prerequisite courses for the MSAT program. This program is appropriate for college graduates who may want to change 
careers; those students who decided athletic training as a career option late in their undergraduate studies; or those who 
did not have time during their undergraduate years to major in athletic training. 

MSAT Admission Requirements 

Applications for the MSAT will be submitted through the Athletic Training Centralized Application System (ATCAS), or via 
email to the program director if ATCAS is closed, and are due no later than November 1 for consideration of early admission 
into the MSAT program.  Should we not reach a full cohort of students from early admissions, we will continue to accept 
and review applications on a rolling basis. Admission to the MSAT at Franklin College is competitive.  The following is a list 
of minimum requirements for application.  Meeting these minimum requirements does not ensure admission into the 
program. 
 

• Completed ATCAS application 

• Evidence of prerequisite content knowledge in the following: 
o Anatomy 
o Biology 
o Chemistry 
o Nutrition 
o Physics 
o Physiology 
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o Psychology 
o Statistics or Research Methods 
o Exercise Physiology 

*Must earn a “C” or higher (note: C- is not accepted); Coursework preferred within the past 7 years. 

• Completion of a minimum of 20 hours of observation under the direct supervision of a certified athletic trainer 
(or other healthcare provider with approval by the program director); Submit to “Observation Hours” directly on 
ATCAS 

• Verification of a health assessment, physical examination, and immunization record with HBV and TB information 
will be completed prior to the start of summer term coursework 

o Students can be in progress with immunizations but must have all required immunizations completed 
prior to the start of clinical rotations 

• Verification that the MSAT program’s Technical Standards for Admission can be met 

• Personal Statement 

• Current Resume 

• Completion of program specific questions 

• Two letters of recommendation/evaluations.  One from a faculty member or advisor (or someone who can speak 
on behalf of your academic background) and one from a certified athletic trainer, physician, or other health care 
provider 

• Complete an interview with the MSAT program application committee 
 
Franklin College 3+2 students have an option to apply for early admittance into the MSAT program.  Early admit status 

provides an undergraduate student admission into the MSAT program and allows the student to bypass the external 

application process and associated fees.  A student can apply for early admit status as a freshman, sophomore, or junior, 

but may only do so if declared as an exercise science or psychology major. 

Students are eligible to apply for early admittance after the completion of the following:  

Early Admittance for MSAT application requirements 

• Complete and submit the MSAT Program application form  

• Earn a “C” or higher in ANAT 210 (course can be in progress but must be completed by the end of the semester 

of which the student is applying) 

• Achieve a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 

• Obtain a minimum of 20 hours of observation with a certified athletic trainer - submitted on the hour 

verification form 

• Submit a personal statement (describe observation hour experiences and interest in the AT profession) 

• Submit two letters of recommendation: One from a faculty member or advisor and one from either a certified 

athletic trainer, physician, or other healthcare provider – submitted on the evaluation form 

• For freshman and sophomore applicants:  

o Application due date: Applicants can apply at the end of each fall or spring semester 

• All application materials should be submitted to Jared Hancock at JHancock@franklincollege.edu  

• The MSAT program director will review application materials, confirm course grades and cumulative GPA 

after final grades are posted, and confirm acceptance into approved 3+2 pathway 

• Applicants will receive a decision letter from the MSAT program director within one month of the 

application submission 

• For junior applicants only:  
o Applications are due by 11:59PM the Friday before spring break!! 

▪ Juniors who miss the early admit application cutoff date will have to apply through the 
external application process, see information below 
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o The MSAT program director will review applications within two weeks after spring break and provide a 
preliminary decision letter to the applicant 

o Should the applicant meet all application requirements at the time of preliminary review, the applicant 
will receive conditional early admit status 

o All final decisions will be determined once final grades posted at the end of the semester 
o The MSAT program director will confirm acceptance and retention status in approved 3+2 pathway 
o Applicants will receive a final decision letter from the MSAT program director by the end of May 

 

Retention Requirements for Early Admittance to the MSAT 

Students who earn early admittance will be reviewed at the end of each semester to ensure they continue to meet the 

following benchmarks: 

• Maintain minimum program requirements in undergraduate major/program 

• Earn a “C” or higher in all MSAT pre-requisite courses completed at the time of review 

• Minimum overall GPA of 3.0 

Students with early admit status must also meet the following requirements to matriculate into the MSAT Program: 

• Complete all MSAT prerequisite courses with a C or higher (NOTE: a “C-“ does not meet the requirement), 

including Anatomy, Physiology, Psychology, Biology or Biomechanics, Nutrition, Physics, Statistics, Chemistry, 

Exercise Physiology 

 
Early admittance may be revoked from students who do not continually meet the required benchmarks each semester. 
If a student does not meet the MSAT program retention requirements, the student will be placed on probation. If 
probation is due to not meeting the GPA minimum requirement, the student will have one semester to improve their 
cumulative GPA to the minimum program requirement. Upon completion of the subsequent semester, the student must 
submit a letter to the MSAT program director requesting review for reinstatement for early admittance to the MSAT 
program. If the student’s cumulative GPA does not improve by the end of the subsequent semester, early admittance 
will be revoked.  
 
If probation is due to receiving a grade lower than “C” in an MSAT prerequisite course, the  student will remain on 
probation until completion of the course with a satisfactory grade of a “C” or better, meeting minimum program 
standards. Departmental consent (MSAT program director) is required if the student is retaking the course from an 
institution other than Franklin College. If the student is retaking a course that is required as undergraduate course for a 
major approved for a 3+2 pathway, departmental consent is required from the respective program. If a student is placed 
on probation for a grade lower than a “C” in one of the undergraduate core sequenced courses, or any of the MSAT 
prerequisite courses, the ability to progress through the curriculum on time may be impacted. If the student does not 
improve the grade after the 2nd attempt, early admittance will be revoked. 
 
External Application Process: 

If a student fails to meet the early admit requirements or their early admit status was revoked, the student can still 
apply to the MSAT program through the external application process via ATCAS (Athletic Training Centralized Application 
System) which includes a $99 application fee. Additional external admission application requirements and the link to 
ATCAS can be found on our website https://atcas.cas.myliaison.com/applicant-ux/#/login.   
 
Students may be eligible to complete a 3+2 pathway to the MSAT program without early admit status. In some 
instances, a 4+2 pathway might be a better option. For more information on which pathway is best for you, contact the 
MSAT program director, Samantha Hacherl, at SHacherl@franklincollege.edu.  
 
The MSAT program is a rigorous and intense program that places specific physical and intellectual demands on students.  
Because of this, students must submit completed medical and program forms.  These forms ensure students meet the 
stated technical standards, such as the physical and mental demands of the MSAT program, with or without 
accommodations.  Additionally, the technical standards ensure compliance with accreditation standards.  The complete 

https://atcas.cas.myliaison.com/applicant-ux/#/login
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technical standard document is available on the Franklin College MSAT webpage and with program application materials.  
Students who have questions about this document should inquire with the Director of the Academic Resource Center.  
These technical standards meet the requirements set forth by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990.  Further, upon 
acceptance students will receive a program-specific health questionnaire, physical, and immunization record form, 
including flu shot, HBV and TB information.  This form must be completed, signed by a health care provider, and submitted 
to the program director prior to beginning coursework in July.   
 
Direct Admittance for MSAT 
The MSAT program has two direct admittance options: 

• High School Direct Admit Pathway 

• Direct Admittance via affiliation agreement with partnering institutions 
 
The High School Direct Admit Pathway is a perfect match for high school seniors who know they want to go to college 
to be an athletic trainer. This pathway offers a high school senior who meets set incoming and retention criteria direct 
admittance to our MSAT program. Candidates can choose from an accelerated 3+2 track or a traditional 4+2 track in 
either exercise science or psychology.  
 
High School Requirements: 

• 3.5 on a 4.0 scale cumulative high school GPA 

• Proficient in math/science classes (B- or better) 

• Optional SAT/ATC scores 

• Apply to Franklin College by March 1st of your senior year 

o Must select pre-AT track on Franklin College application 

Once enrolled at Franklin College as a High School Direct Admit, the student must maintain the following undergraduate 
performance retention requirements: 

• Maintain a 3.3 or higher cumulative GPA in undergraduate courses at Franklin College 

• Must earn a C or better in all MSAT pre-requisite courses (see below) 

• Must successfully matriculate through an undergraduate pathway (exercise science or psychology) and complete 

all MSAT pre-requisites with a C or better 

o Students who choose a 3+2 track will finish their bachelors degree after year 1 in the masters program 

o MSAT pre-requisite courses: 

▪ Anatomy w/ lab 

▪ Biology 

▪ Chemistry 

▪ Exercise physiology 

▪ Nutrition 

▪ Physics 

▪ Physiology 

▪ Psychology 

▪ Statistics or Research Methods 

• Direct admittance may be revoked from students who do not continually meet the required benchmarks each 
semester. If a student does not meet the MSAT program retention requirements, the student will be placed on 
probation. If probation is due to not meeting the GPA minimum requirement, the student will have one 
semester to improve their cumulative GPA to the minimum program requirement. Upon completion of the 
subsequent semester, the student must submit a letter to the MSAT program director requesting review for 
reinstatement for direct admittance to the MSAT program. If the student’s cumulative GPA does not improve by 
the end of the subsequent semester, direct admittance will be revoked.  
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• If probation is due to receiving a grade lower than “C” in an MSAT prerequisite course, the student will remain 
on probation until completion of the course with a satisfactory grade of a “C” or better, meeting minimum 
program standards. Departmental consent (MSAT program director) is required if the student is retaking the 
course from an institution other than Franklin College. If the student is retaking a course that is required as 
undergraduate course for a major approved for a 3+2 pathway, departmental consent is required from the 
respective program. If a student is placed on probation for a grade lower than a “C” in one of the undergraduate 
core sequenced courses, or any of the MSAT prerequisite courses, the ability to progress through the curriculum 
on time may be impacted. If the student does not improve the grade after the 2nd attempt, direct admittance 
will be revoked. 
 

• When direct admittance has been revoked, the student can apply for early admittance or apply through the 
external application process  

 
Franklin College has established articulation agreements with partner institutions to support preferred and direct 
admission pathways into the Master of Science in Athletic Training (MSAT) program. Through these agreements, 
Franklin College will guarantee interviews for all qualified students from partner institutions who apply through the 
preferred admission pathway and may offer direct admission to a limited number of students per academic year through 
the direct admission pathway. Students must meet all MSAT program requirements and complete an application to be 
considered for admission through either pathway. For more information, contact the MSAT program director.  
 
Transfer Policy  
Transfer students with prior graduate-level athletic training education are evaluated on an individual basis. In direct 
consultation, the student and the MSAT Program Director develop a plan of study that builds on previous learning, 
addresses necessary content and skill requirements, and ensures the student’s complete incorporation into the Franklin 
College MSAT.  Transfer students are required to provide the MSAT program director with course descriptions and 
appropriately dated syllabi for all graduate-level athletic training specific courses prior to approval for transfer credit.  
Transfer students are held to all application requirements and must complete the application process through ATCAS.  
As per Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training (CAATE) requirements, students must be enrolled in a CAATE 
accredited professional-level master’s program for a minimum of two calendar years prior to graduation in order to 
meet graduation requirements.  The MSAT Program reserves the right to request prospective transfer students 
participate in “placement testing” to determine their knowledge and skill in various athletic training domains of practice.  
Additionally, once admitted should deficiencies in skills or knowledge be determined by program faculty, transfer 
students may be required to audit courses where transfer credit was received, as part of a remediation plan. 

Requirements for Progression and Academic Standing 

Each student within the MSAT Program must maintain a minimum 3.0 (4.0 scale) cumulative grade point average (GPA) 
to maintain good standing in the program.  While 70% is considered passing, the expected level of performance in the 
program is a “B” average or above. Student progress in the program will be discussed continually by the program faculty 
at regularly scheduled faculty meetings and at the conclusion of each semester.   
 
A grade of 70% or higher is required for all courses in the MSAT program.  
 
As clinical coursework is included in the MSAT academic program, all academic requirements apply to clinical 
coursework.  MSAT students meet regularly with preceptors during each clinical experience rotation to discuss their 
personal and professional evaluation.  The evaluation encompasses skills, techniques, proficiencies and behaviors 
appropriate to athletic training.  The purpose of the evaluation is for the student to receive feedback from their 
preceptor and the preceptor to receive feedback from the student.  Preceptors may request more frequent evaluations 
if they feel students are not performing adequately in the clinical portion of the program.  If additional meetings are 
required, the student and preceptors will discuss the concerns and come to a mutual agreement on a plan for 
improvement.   
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The Franklin College MSAT program consists of several clinical experience rotation requirements.  Some clinical experience 
rotations are completed at off-campus clinical settings in Franklin, Whiteland, Greenwood, Columbus, and Indianapolis.  
In order to fulfill the requirements of these rotations students must have access to transportation.   
 
Further, due to the nature of athletic training being a health care profession, students must submit completed medical 
forms and documentation of up-to-date vaccinations as part of the application process. 

Academic Probation/Dismissal  

If a student’s cumulative GPA falls below the 3.0 (4.0 scale) minimum, the student will be placed on academic probation. 
Students will have one semester to improve their cumulative GPA to acceptable standards (minimum 3.0) to avoid being 
dismissed from the MSAT Program following an evaluation of student progress by the Program Director and the faculty.  
If a student’s cumulative GPA is such that it is mathematically impossible to raise to a 3.0 after one semester, the 
student will automatically be dismissed from the MSAT program. 

 
If a student demonstrates persistent inappropriate behavior during a clinical experience, or his/her clinical evaluation 
average falls below a 70%, the MSAT program director reserves the right to place a student on probation from clinical 
experience rotations until the student can show progress towards improving skills, techniques, proficiencies and/or 
behavior.  Consequences of this probation (including but not limited to enrollment in subsequent Clinical Education in 
Athletic Training courses) will be determined in each situation depending on the probation reasoning. 

If a student is placed on probation a second time, either for unsatisfactory GPA, failure of a course, or demonstrating 
inappropriate behavior during clinical experience, the student will be automatically dismissed from the MSAT Program 
and graduate studies. 

 
Dismissed students may no longer matriculate into the MSAT program at the college. An academic dismissal may be 
appealed based upon procedures detailed in the “Student Grievance” section and in the Academic Catalog. 

Academic Suspension and Reinstatement  

If a student receives below a 70% in any course within the MSAT program, the student will be academically suspended 
from the program for the remainder of the academic year and also placed on academic probation. If a student is 
academically suspended for the academic year due to receiving less than a 70% in any course within the MSAT program, 
the student is not permitted to continue in the MSAT program and the student must repeat the course the next time the 
course is offered in the academic program. Courses within the MSAT program are sequential and are prerequisites for 
subsequent semester courses. The MSAT courses are only offered once a year so any course that must be repeated will 
result in deceleration of the student from the current cohort and will result in a delay in graduation.  The MSAT program 
faculty and staff make every effort to provide support and access to appropriate assistance to help all students restore 
good academic standing.   
 
The student will be removed from academic suspension and academic probation and reinstated into the MSAT program 
after the student has successfully repeated the course with a 70% or higher. The MSAT student will be allowed a 
maximum of two (2) total opportunities to successfully pass a course. An MSAT student will be permitted to repeat a 
failed course only as part of a detailed remediation plan. Failure to pass a course on the second opportunity will result in 
academic dismissal from the program.  
 
If a student is placed on probation a second time after failing a course, either for unsatisfactory GPA, failure of a second 
course, or demonstrating inappropriate behavior during clinical experience, the student will be automatically dismissed 
from the MSAT Program and graduate studies.  
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Athletic Training Program Expenses 

Students enrolled in the MSAT will incur required expenses throughout the duration of the program.  Below is a list of 
expenses required above and beyond college tuition and fees, and individual course fees. 
 
 

Type of Expense Expected Time of Expense Appropriate Fee 

ATCAS application fee At time of application $99 Subject to 
change annually 

Deposit (credited towards tuition) 
*3+2 early admit students are not 
required to deposit 

Within two weeks of offer $250 

Physical exam and immunizations Prior to first summer session Varies 

NATA student membership Recommended Fall semester 
first year in MSAT; Required Fall 
semester second year in MSAT 

$75 
*Subject to 

change annually 

Professional attire Throughout the duration of the 
program 

Varies 

TB skin test and influenza vaccine Fall semester each year Varies 

Transportation to off-campus 
clinical sites 

Throughout the duration of the 
program 

Varies 

Background check As required by specific clinical 
sites 

$7 - $25 

CPR recertification All students complete CPR 
certification in the first summer 
semester (billed as a course fee).  
CPR renewal is offered in the 
final semester prior to 
graduation.  This is not billed as a 
course fee, and is optional, but 
strongly recommended 

$45 for each 
recertification 

BOC application & exam fees Final semester of studies $450-$475 

 
 
Master of Science in Athletic Training 

 
Core Requirements 

MSAT 525 Clinical Anatomy Lab 
MSAT 527 Prevention of Injuries and Medical Conditions 
MSAT 528 Introduction to Clinical Examination 
MSAT 529 Acute Care of Injuries & Illness 
MSAT 530 Clinical Exam and Diagnosis: Lower Extremity 
MSAT 531 Clinical Exam and Diagnosis: Upper Extremity 
MSAT 532 Clinical Exam and Diagnosis: Head, Trunk, and Spine 
MSAT 534 Concepts in Therapeutic Interventions I 
MSAT 536 Concepts in Therapeutic Interventions II 
MSAT 625 Healthcare Administration  
MSAT 631 Clinical Pathology and Medical Interventions 
MSAT 635 Psychosocial Strategies and Referral 
MSAT 637 Professional Preparation in Athletic Training 
MSAT 638 Advanced Concepts in Athletic Training 
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Research Requirements 

MSAT 543 Research Methods and Evidence-Based Practice 
MSAT 643 Research Seminar 

 
Clinical Requirements 

MSAT 550 Clinical Education in Athletic Training I 
MSAT 551 Clinical Education in Athletic Training II 
MSAT 553 Clinical Education in Athletic Training IV 
MSAT 600 Clinical Education in Athletic Training-Summer 
MSAT 650 Clinical Education in Athletic Training V 
MSAT 651 Clinical Education in Athletic Training VI 
MSAT 660 Clinical Education in Emerging Settings 

 
Elective Coursework 

MSAT 610 Internship in Athletic Training I 
MSAT 620 Internship in Athletic Training II 
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Master of Science in Athletic Training Course Descriptions 

 

MSAT 525 Clinical Anatomy Lab 3 credit hours 

Summer  Prerequisite: Admittance to the MSAT 

This course will provide information related to the kinematics and kinetics of human locomotion through the study of 
functional, orthopedic anatomy.  The goal of the course is for each student to be able to identify musculoskeletal, 
articular, nervous, and vascular systems of the human body and to understand the functional contribution of such 
structures to pathologies related to physical activity.   
 

MSAT 527 Prevention of Injuries and Medical Conditions 3 credit hours 

Summer  Prerequisite: Admittance to the MSAT 

Students will develop strategies and programs to prevent the incidence and/or severity of injuries and illnesses while 
optimizing patient overall health.  Emphasis is placed on the prevention of injuries to physically active individuals in the 
areas of conditioning, pre-participation screening, nutritional concepts, and environmental risk factors.  The appropriate 
use of and fit for protective equipment, and proper application of wrapping, taping, braces and orthotic devices will be 
practiced.   Laboratory experiences are used to supplement classroom instruction.   
 

MSAT 528 Introduction to Clinical Examination 1 credit hour 

Summer  Prerequisite: Admittance to the MSAT 

This course will provide students with introductory knowledge and skills of general evaluation procedures and techniques 
to perform a clinical examination. Students will learn how to identify goals and explain features in subjective and objective 
assessments.  
 

MSAT 529 Acute Care of Injuries and Illness 4 credit hours 

Fall  Prerequisite: Admittance to the MSAT 

Development of knowledge and skills in the evaluation and immediate management of acute injuries and illnesses.  Focus 
is on planning for, examining, and managing immediate, emergent and acute situations particularly for physically active 
individuals.  Immobilization, splinting, transporting, wrapping and taping techniques for managing acute injuries will be 
practiced.  Additionally students will demonstrate emergency care skill consistent with National Athletic Trainers’ 
Association position statements.  Laboratory experiences are used to supplement classroom instruction.   
 

MSAT 530 Clinical Examination and Diagnosis: Lower Extremity 4 credit hours 

Fall  Prerequisite:  MSAT 525 & MSAT 527 

Instruction on assessment procedures and evaluation techniques for lower extremity injuries.  It includes an in-depth inquiry 
into the anatomical and physiological effects associated with the occurrence of injuries to physically active individuals and 
the process and components of an injury evaluation.  Students learn to perform and interpret the results of structural and 
functional tests in order to accurately diagnose injury and determine appropriate differential diagnoses.  Students will 
develop clinical decision making skills through the integration of evidence-based medicine.  Clinical outcomes assessment 
including patient self-report measures will be an integral part of this course. 
 

MSAT 531 Clinical Examination and Diagnosis: Upper Extremity 4 credit hours 

Spring  Prerequisite: MSAT 525 & MSAT 527 

Assessment procedures and evaluation techniques for upper extremity injuries. It includes an in depth inquiry into the 
anatomical and physiological effects associated with the occurrence of injuries to physically active individuals, and the 
process and components of an injury evaluation.  Students learn to perform and interpret the results of structural and 
functional tests in order to accurately diagnose injury and determine appropriate differential diagnoses.  Students will 
develop clinical decision making skills through the integration of evidence-based medicine.  Clinical outcomes assessment 
including patient self-report measures will be an integral component of this course. 
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MSAT 532 Clinical Exam & Diagnosis:  Head, Trunk, & Spine 2 credit hours 

Winter  Prerequisite: MSAT 530 

Assessment procedures and evaluation techniques for head, trunk and spine injuries. This course includes an in-depth 
inquiry into the anatomical and physiological effects associated with the occurrence of injuries to physically active 
individuals and the process and components of an injury evaluation. Students learn to perform and interpret the results of 
structural and functional tests in order to accurately diagnose injury and determine appropriate differential diagnosis. 
Students will develop clinical decision making skills through the integration of evidence-based medicine. Clinical outcomes 
assessment including patient self-report measures will be an integral component of this course. 
 

MSAT 534 Concepts in Therapeutic Interventions I 4 credit hours 

Fall  Prerequisite: MSAT 525 & MSAT 527 

This integrated course focuses on theory, principles, physiological effects, and application of various therapeutic 
interventions designed to maximize patient’s participation and health-related quality of life.  The indications, 
contraindications, and operational protocols for common therapeutic interventions and pharmacological agents to manage 
pain, control inflammation, and restore function will be studied.  Emphasis will be placed on the use of evidence-based 
practice to develop therapeutic goals and establish appropriate use of progression, treatment effectiveness, and 
assessment of patient satisfaction.  Laboratory experiences will be used to supplement classroom instructions.  $99 course 
fee, nonrefundable, to cover advanced certification on Instrument Assisted Soft Tissue Mobilization. 
 

MSAT 536 Concepts in Therapeutic Interventions II 4 credit hours 

Spring  Prerequisite: MSAT 534 

Content will build upon concepts of therapeutic interventions established in MSAT 534.  Students will develop an 
integrated approach to the treatment of injuries.  Focus will be on the indications, contraindications, and operational 
protocols for therapeutic interventions relative to progressing through healing and restoring normal function and a highly 
competitive state for physically active individuals.  Treatment effectiveness, patient satisfaction, and critical assessment of 
evidence in relation to patient care will be emphasized.  Laboratory experiences will be used to supplement classroom 
instructions.   
 

MSAT 543 Research Methods and Evidence-Based Practice 3 credit hours 

Spring  Prerequisite:  MSAT 527 

Students will acquire the fundamentals of evidence-based medicine with specific focus toward understanding various levels 
of research and will become selective consumers of published research. Students will learn about various elements 
associated with the design and process of both qualitative and quantitative research and gain a working knowledge of the 
research process and interpretation of findings, including statistical procedures commonly used in descriptive and 
experimental research in athletic training. Students will develop and conduct a research project by identifying a problem or 
researchable question, reviewing the literature, and designing an appropriate method to collect, interpret and analyze data 
to solve a research question or problem. 
 

MSAT 550 Clinical Education in Athletic Training I 1.5 credit hours 

Summer  Prerequisite: Admittance to the MSAT 

A clinical course in which students complete supervised experiences in a variety of health care settings under the guidance 
of preceptors.  Clinical experience hours will be augmented with a seminar on basic practices necessary to a successful 
athletic trainer.  Students are responsible for costs associated with travel to and from their clinical experiences.  $50 
course fee for CPR for the Professional Rescuer certification. 
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MSAT 551 Clinical Education in Athletic Training II 3.5 credit hours 

Fall  Prerequisite: MSAT 550 

A clinical course in which students rotate through supervised experiences in a variety of athletic training and health care 
settings under the guidance of preceptors.  Students begin the process of integrating knowledge, skills, and clinical 
decision-making into actual client/patient care while utilizing evidence-based medicine to solve clinical problems.  A 
demonstration of proficiency in skills up to and including prevention and care of athletic injuries is required.  Clinical 
experience hours will be augmented with a seminar on basic practices necessary to become a successful athletic trainer.  
Students are responsible for costs associated with travel to and from their clinical experiences.   
 

MSAT 553 Clinical Education in Athletic Training IV 3.5 credit hours 

Spring  Prerequisite: MSAT 550 

A clinical course designed to provide experience under the direct supervision of a preceptor.  A demonstration of 
proficiency in skills up to and including prevention and care of athletic injuries and clinical exam and diagnosis of injuries is 
required.  The incorporation of evidence-based practice principles will be emphasized.  Further foundational behaviors in 
the context of real patient care will be assessed.  Clinical experience hours will be augmented with a seminar on methods 
to enhance clinical skills.  Students are responsible for costs associated with travel to and from their clinical experiences.  
Course fee of $150, nonrefundable. 
 

MSAT 600 Clinical Education in Athletic Training-Summer 1.5 credit hours 

Summer  Prerequisite: MSAT 553 

A clinical course designed to provide a pre-season, practice-intensive experience under the direct supervision of a 
preceptor.  Students must participate in the day-to-day and week-to-week role of an athletic trainer. 
 

MSAT 610 Internship in Athletic Training I 0 credit hours 

Summer  Prerequisite: MSAT 551 or MSAT 553 

An elective clinical course which provides students an opportunity to gain experience under the direct supervision of a 
preceptor at a pre-approved off-campus site.  This will be an individualized experience, allowing a student to pursue 
learning goals specific to the experience. 
 

MSAT 620 Internship in Athletic Training II 0 credit hours 

Winter  Prerequisite: Program Director Approval 

A clinical course that provides students an opportunity to gain experience under the direct supervision of a preceptor at a 
pre-approved clinical site.  This will be an individualized experience, allowing a student to pursue specific learning goals. 
 

MSAT 625 Healthcare Administration 2 credit hours 

Fall  Prerequisite: Second Year Status in MSAT 

Exploration of organizational and administrative aspects of athletic health care management for various employment 
settings. Emphasis is placed on students developing an understanding of human resources, risk management, healthcare 
delivery mechanisms, insurance, reimbursement, documentation, patient privacy, and facility management.   
 

MSAT 631 Clinical Pathology and Medical Interventions 4 credit hours 

Fall                                Prerequisite: MSAT 530 &  MSAT 531 

An advanced course for athletic training students to build a foundational understanding of disease, disorders, illness and 
other general medical conditions affecting the health of physically active people across the lifespan.  Students learn to 
recognize signs, symptoms and predisposing factors of pathology along with appropriate interventions for treating 
medical conditions.  Additionally students gain skill in analysis of evidence in relation to patient care while performing 
standard techniques and procedures for clinical examination and establishing appropriate referral.  Laboratory 
experiences will be used to supplement classroom instructions.   
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MSAT 635 Psychosocial Strategies and Referral  3 credit hours 

Spring  Prerequisite:  MSAT 536 

Preparation in the ability to recognize patients who are exhibiting unhealthy social, emotional, and/or mental behaviors of 
the physically active population will occur.  Students will develop an advanced approach, including in-depth application of 
psychosocial interventions, to working with injured or impaired active individuals.  Emphasis is placed on recognition, 
intervention, and appropriate referral through formal training and certification in QPR Gatekeeper Training and Mental 
Health First Aid.   
 

MSAT 637 Professional Preparation in Athletic Training  2 credit hours 

Fall                                                 Prerequisite: Second year  
                            status in MSAT 

A focus on advanced concepts in professional development.  Students complete a self-assessment and construct a plan for 
continued professional development. Preparation for the Board of Certification exam is emphasized. Strategies related to 
enhancing leadership skills and the promotion of athletic training will be explored.   
 

MSAT 638 Advanced Concepts in Athletic Training 2 credit hours 

Spring  Prerequisite: MSAT 536 

An advanced course that allows for examination of in-depth functional movement patterns and advanced athletic training 
concepts and techniques.  Practical application of current concepts and evidence-based medicine are emphasized through 
engagement and interaction with experts in the healthcare field.  
 

MSAT 643 Research Seminar 1 credit hour 

Fall  Prerequisite:  MSAT 543  

Students will complete a written manuscript and poster in preparation for presentation.  Oral presentations may occur 
both on and off campus to peers and professionals.  Emphasis is placed on written and oral communication skills.   
 

MSAT 650 Clinical Education in Athletic Training V 4.5 credit hours 

Fall  Prerequisite: MSAT 550 

Advanced clinical experience where students are responsible for assisting in the healthcare of patients during practices, 
games, treatments, and rehabilitation under the direct supervision of a preceptor.   Demonstration of proficiency in skills 
up to and including clinical exam and diagnosis of injuries and basic therapeutic interventions is required.  The 
incorporation of evidence-based practice principles including critical assessment of patient self-report measures will be 
emphasized.  Further, foundational behaviors in the context of real patient care will be assessed.  Clinical experience 
hours will be augmented with a seminar on methods to enhance clinical skills.  Students are responsible for costs 
associated with travel to and from their clinical experiences.  
 

MSAT 651 Clinical Experience in Athletic Training VI 5 credit hours 

Spring  Prerequisite: MSAT 550 

Advanced clinical experience where students are responsible for assisting in the healthcare of patients during practices, 
games, treatments, and rehabilitation under the direct supervision of a preceptor.  Students are required to integrate 
knowledge, skills, and clinical decision-making into actual client and patient care.  Further foundational behaviors in the 
context of real patient care will be assessed. This clinical experience will also include an immersive component that allows 
the students to experience the totality of care provided by athletic trainers.  During the immersive component, students 
will participate in the day-to-day and week-to-week role of an athletic trainer for a five-week period.  Students are 
responsible for costs associated with travel to and from their clinical experiences. 
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MSAT 660 Clinical Education in Emerging Settings 1 credit hour 

Winter  Prerequisite: MSAT 550 

A clinical course in which students complete supervised experiences in a variety of emerging health care settings under the 
guidance of preceptors. Clinical experience hours will be augmented with synchronous and asynchronous course meetings 
and assignments, and individual one-on-one virtual meetings with the assigned faculty instructor as necessary. Students are 
responsible for costs associated with travel to and from their clinical experiences. 
 
 
  


