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FREE TIME
Spread the word

Want to have your own 
events added to our week-
ly Free Time listing?

The best way to get your 
event publicized is to get 
the information to us at 
least three weeks in 
advance. 

Make sure to include all 
pertinent information and 
a phone number. 

Email the information to  
freetime@dailyjournal.net 
or mail it to Free Time, 
Daily Journal, P.O. Box 
699, Franklin, IN 46131.
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We at AIM Media 
stand with the 

Ukrainian people 
to support their 

freedom
& sovereignty.
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Senators approve funding package while all eyes are on the House vote
News, A5

SHUTDOWN ENDING?

With the coldest air of the 
season forecast this 
week, a local utility is 
offering tips to save 
money.

Here are some ways 
Duke Energy says cus-
tomers can keep costs 
down this winter:

Stay informed, in control
■ Personalized usage 
alerts — Customers 
receive timely notifica-
tions when their energy 
use is trending higher 
than usual, empowering 
them to take action before 
costs add up.

■ Usage dashboards — 
Easy-to-use dashboards 
break down energy use 
by day, week or billing 
cycle, helping customers 
spot savings opportunities 
and make informed deci-
sions.

Simple actions, 
more savings
■ Set your thermostat to 
the lowest comfortable 
setting — Every degree 
lower means more money 
in your pocket, without 
sacrificing comfort.

■ Seal leaks and insulate 
— Prevent cold drafts and 
keep warmth inside – sav-
ing energy and reducing 
heating bills.

■ Have your heating sys-
tem checked — Routine 
maintenance helps your 
system operate efficiently, 
prevents unexpected 
breakdowns and can 
extend its lifespan.

■ Change air filters regu-
larly — Clean filters 
improve airflow and sys-
tem performance, reduc-
ing energy consumption 
and keeping your home 
comfortable.

■ Let the sun help heat 
your home — Open blinds 
and curtains on sunny 
days to naturally warm 
your space, and then 
close them at night to 
keep the heat in.

■ Operate ceiling fans 
clockwise — Push warm 
air down for greater com-
fort in the winter.

Tips to save money, 
energy this winter

YOU SHOULD KNOW

(SEE WINTER PAGE A3)

BY LEEANN DOERFLEIN | DAILY JOURNAL

ldoerflein@dailyjournal.net

An ex-childcare worker was sentenced 
Monday for battery on a 2-year-old she 
was caring for at Green-
wood daycare.

Joyce Nicole Perkins, 32, 
of Indianapolis, pled guilty 
to and was sentenced for 
battery on a person less 
than 14 years old, a Level 6 
felony, on Monday.

Judge Douglas Cummins 
of Johnson Superior Court 
3 sentenced Perkins to 60 days in jail, 
with that jail time to be served on week-
ends. She will also serve up to a year 
and 10 months of probation.

This is less than the year of jail that 
the Johnson County Prosecutor’s Office 
advocated for at the sentencing hearing, 
according to a news release from the 
office.

Aggravating factors listed were that 
the victim of the crime was significantly 
less than 12 years old, the crime was 
committed in the presence of other 
children, and that she violated her posi-
tion of trust. Because of this, the court 
ordered that she may not hold any job 
where she would work with children 
during her probation sentence.

The charges stem from a Nov. 12, 2024, 
incident, where Johnson County Sher-
iff’s deputies were called to investigate 
a child being hit by a teacher at Kiddie 
Academy, 626 S. Morgantown Road, 
Greenwood.

The daycare’s director contacted the 
child’s mother on Nov. 4, 2024, to advise 
her of the incident. The director told 
the mother that the child possibly spat 

GREENWOOD

Ex-daycare 
worker sentenced 

for battery 
on toddler

PERKINS

(SEE BATTERY PAGE A5)

BY RYAN TRARES | DAILY JOURNAL

rtrares@dailyjournal.net

One set of keys opened up the world.
Donné Franklin took the shiny key-

ring in her hand, her smile beaming as 
she went in for a hug. She had come to 
Superior Van & Mobility on the south-
side of Indianapolis on Oct. 30 with her 
family, anxious for a gift that would 
transform life for her and four of her 

children all diagnosed with muscular 
dystrophy.

Because all four require wheelchairs, 
traveling anywhere as a family was all 
but impossible. So many times, they 
were forced to split up as a family or 
miss events and activities.

But the keys in Franklin’s hands — 
which went to a brand new handicap 
accessible van — would change that.

Southside business helps family with accessible van

Pictured: Donné Franklin, left, of Brownsburg receives the keys to her family’s new handicap-accessi-
ble van from Hannah Oosterlinck, executive director of the Muscular Dystrophy Family Foundation, at 
Superior Van & Mobility on the southside of Indianapolis on Oct. 30. RYAN TRARES | DAILY JOURNAL

(SEE VAN PAGE A7)

BY RYAN TRARES | DAILY JOURNAL

rtrares@dailyjournal.net

Go outside.
Kaitlin B. Curtice 

was clear in her 
recommendations: Find a 
forest to immerse yourself 
in, a lake to walk along, 
a prairie to stand in. Feel 
the sun shine and the wind 

blow. Connect to nature.
In her experience, it can 

literally change the world.
“I think we become 

much more healed when 
we explore the natural 
world,” said Curtice, an 
award-winning storyteller, 
children’s author and poet 
as well as an enrolled 

citizen of the Potawatomi 
nation. “We have both 
individual and collective 
grief and trauma we may 
not know how to deal with. 
Feeling our relationship 
to the land and the water 
around us, whether we 

NATURAL FIT

Award-winning author talks 
nature, stories at Franklin College

Pictured: Kaitlin B. Curtice, an award-winning storyteller, children’s author and poet as well as an 
enrolled citizen of the Potawatomi nation, speaks to the audience at Franklin College Monday during 

“Little Seeds: Interfaith Understanding Through the Art of Children’s Literature.” RYAN TRARES | DAILY JOURNAL

MORE PHOTOS, PAGE A2 AND OUR WEBSITE

(SEE STORIES PAGE A2)

BY NOAH CRENSHAW | DAILY JOURNAL

ncrenshaw@dailyjournal.net

DANVILLE — The jury 
is seated for the trial of 
the Missouri man accused 
of killing an Indiana State 
Trooper from Franklin 
during a Hendricks County 
police pursuit.

Sixteen Hendricks County 
residents — 12 jurors and 
four alternates — will sit 
for eight hours a day for 
nearly two weeks as they 

hear evidence and witness 
testimony from prosecutors 
and attorneys representing 
Eddie Pernell Jones Jr. 
Jones, 20, is charged with 
murder; resisting law 

enforcement causing death, 
a Level 2 felony; and auto 
theft, a Level 6 felony — 
charges that resulted from 
a June 2023 police pursuit 
in Hendricks County that 
led to the death of Indiana 
State Trooper Aaron Smith 
of Franklin.

Prosecutors allege Jones 
intentionally veered into 
Smith, an allegation Jones’ 
attorneys disagree with. 

DEATH OF TROOPER SMITH

Jury seated for trial of man accused of killing trooper

DAILY JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

The western face of the Hendricks County Courthouse is 
pictured July 21 in Danville.

JONES SMITH

(SEE JURY PAGE A6)
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realize it or not, we’re healing 
that. Which in turn helps us 
heal our relationship with one 
another.”

Nature has been at the 
heart of much of Curtice’s 
work, and it was the focus of a 
special event hosted Monday 
at Franklin College. “Little 
Seeds: Interfaith Understanding 
Through the Art of Children’s 
Literature” was a two-part, 
family-friendly activity, part 
of the annual Spirit & Place 
Festival.

Participants gathered to meet 
with Curtice during an opening 
reception, before sitting down 
for a moderated discussion, 
book reading and question-and-
answer period.

She shared insights into Na-
tive American spirituality and 
its deep connection to nature, 
offering a meaningful perspec-
tive about how it plays into 
telling stories.

“We just need to know our-
selves and how we work with 
stories. All forms of art are sto-
rytelling, so if you paint, if you 
sew, if you knit, if you make art 
from pieces of nature, there are 
so many ways to tell stories in 
the world, and we need to find 
how we fit,” Curtice said.

“Little Seeds” was the latest 
in a string of events planned 

at Franklin College to take 
part in Spirit & Place, a yearly 
event focused on helping grow 
the human spirit and serve 
as a catalyst for community 
engagement.

Tied into its own interfaith 
initiatives, the college has 
hosted Spirit & Place events 
in the past focused on story-
telling, poetry and musical 
performance.

The theme of this year’s 
Spirit & Place was Nature, and 
organizers wanted to plan an 
event examining the natural 
world through an Indigenous 
lens and children’s literature.

“Tonight, we celebrate the 
values of community, creativity, 
inclusivity and curiosity,” said 
Kristen Flora, vice presi-
dent for academic affairs at 
Franklin College.

Curtice, a Philadelphia 
resident, writes on the intersec-
tions of spirituality and identity 
and how that shifts throughout 
our lives. She also speaks on 
these topics to diverse audi-
ences who are interested in 
truth-telling and healing.

Her vibrantly illustrated 
children’s books feature an 
Indigenous family sharing their 
gratitude and appreciation for 
Mother Earth. During Mon-
day’s event, Curtice read one 
of those books, “Winter’s Gifts” 
aloud to the assembled chil-
dren and other attendees, with 
the book projected on a large 

screen inside the Branigin 
Room at the Napolitan Student 
Center.

“This series, I was really 
excited to help children — and 
adults — reclaim that very spe-
cial relationship to the natural 
world through the power of 
stories,” she said.

Before the reading, though, 
“Little Seeds” started with a 
community gathering. Chil-
dren, parents, college students 
and more enjoyed snacks such 
as trail mix and “ants-on-a-
log” — peanut butter in celery 
stalks, adorned with raisins.

Kids took part in a scav-
enger hunt, searching for the 
tracks of bears, turkeys, foxes 
and more hidden throughout 
the room. One station invited 
people to make pressed flower 
bookmarks or create a garden 
inside a glove.

A number of partnering 
organizations, including the 
Johnson County Public Library, 
Greenwood Public Library, 
Imagination Library of Johnson 
County and the Franklin Col-
lege Earth Club, set up booths 
for the event. Participants 
could pick up one of Curtice’s 
books, courtesy of a group of 
college donors.

In one corner of the room, 
kids took part in a continuous 
“Reading Circle,” sitting in 
oversized chairs and benches 
to read nature-themed books 
aloud.

The activities set the stage 
for Curtice’s presentation. She 
started by sitting down for a 
discussion with Jim Alexander, 
associate professor of philos-
ophy and religion at Franklin 
College.

“I am so proud and honored 
to have Kaitlin Curtice with us 
tonight,” Alexander said. “She 
writes about her Indigenous 
heritage, and hopes to share 
with us the wonders of the 
natural world at a time when I 
feel like we really need it.”

Their discussion touched 
on a number of topics, from 
Curtice’s experience as a story-
teller to her journals through of 
poems and songs to the impact 
authors such as the Bronte 
sisters and Ernest Hemingway 
had on her growing up.

Curtice shared one particular 
book that was so beloved to her.

“My favorite book was 
‘Goodnight Moon.’ I adored 
that book. I had a copy of it 
that I read until it fell apart,” 
she said. “I had a kind of dif-
ficult childhood, and now I 
realize that book held me and 
tethered me — the calmness of 
the room, the safety, all of the 
spaces, all of the characters 
that were held and cared for.”

Alexander was particularly 
interested in the intersection of 
her connection to the natural 
world and her storytelling. 
She described her Potawatomi 
heritage and the importance of 

nature to it.
Even if she moved away from 

that aspect of her life as an 
adolescent, she has revisited it 
as an adult and a writer.

“Returning to that, it’s be-
come such a huge part of my 
writing. Being Potawatomi, I’m 
a human being who needs the 
earth. We all need the earth,” 
she said. “So much of my po-
etry, my children’s series, are 
grounded in that relationship 
we have to Mother Earth as a 
being.”

The discussion served as an 
ideal segway as Curtice read 
“Winter’s Gift.” She called chil-
dren present in the audience to 
come to the front of the room, 
where as she read she asked 
them questions about their 
favorite stuffed animals and ex-
plained some of the traditions 
present in the book. 

“Winter’s Gift” centers on a 
young Indigenous girl named 
Dani, the importance of the 
arrival of winter and how she 
helps her friends understand 
the season’s gifts.

“Sometimes, we have things 
that are really important to us, 
like Dani’s relationship with 
Mother Earth, and sometimes 
our friends don’t understand,” 
Curtice said. “So Dani had 
to be really brave, and really 
believe in her relationship with 
the earth, and share that with 
people who really love and take 
care of her.”

STORIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Clockwise from top: Charlie Kinder, 7, center, reads out loud to a group of children and adults during “Little Seeds: Interfaith Understanding Through the Art of Children’s Literature,” a family-friendly event 
at Franklin College on Monday. // An animal track scavenger hunt was one of the activities offered during “Little Seeds: Interfaith Understanding Through the Art of Children’s Literature.” // Kaitlin B. Curtice, 
an award-winning storyteller, children’s author and poet discusses her writing in a conversation with Jim Alexander, associate professor of philosophy and religion at Franklin College, during the event. // 
Piper Lee, 5, creates a pressed flower bookmark during the event. More photos, dailyjournal.net. RYAN TRARES | DAILY JOURNAL


