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NATURAL FIT

Award-winning author falks
nature, stories at Franklin College
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Pictured: Kaitlin B. Curtice, an award-winning storyteller, children’s author and poet as well as an
enrolled citizen of the Potawatomi nation, speaks to the audience at Franklin College Monday during
“Little Seeds: Interfaith Understanding Through the Art of Children’s Literature.” rvan TrarEs I paiLY JournaL
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Animal Track
Scavenger Hunt

Clockwise from top: Charlie Kinder, 7, center, reads out loud to a group of children and adults during “Little Seeds: Interfaith Understanding Through the Art of Children’s Literature,” a family-friendly event
at Franklin College on Monday. // An animal track scavenger hunt was one of the activities offered during “Little Seeds: Interfaith Understanding Through the Art of Children’s Literature.” // Kaitlin B. Curtice,
an award-winning storyteller, children’s author and poet discusses her writing in a conversation with Jim Alexander, associate professor of philosophy and religion at Franklin College, during the event. //

Piper Lee, 5, creates a pressed flower bookmark during the event. More photos, dailyjournal.net. van Trares | paiLy sournat
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realize it or not, we’re healing
that. Which in turn helps us
heal our relationship with one
another.”

Nature has been at the
heart of much of Curtice’s
work, and it was the focus of a
special event hosted Monday
at Franklin College. “Little
Seeds: Interfaith Understanding
Through the Art of Children’s
Literature” was a two-part,
family-friendly activity, part
of the annual Spirit & Place
Festival.

Participants gathered to meet
with Curtice during an opening
reception, before sitting down
for a moderated discussion,
book reading and question-and-
answer period.

She shared insights into Na-
tive American spirituality and
its deep connection to nature,
offering a meaningful perspec-
tive about how it plays into
telling stories.

“We just need to know our-
selves and how we work with
stories. All forms of art are sto-
rytelling, so if you paint, if you
sew, if you knit, if you make art
from pieces of nature, there are
so many ways to tell stories in
the world, and we need to find
how we fit,” Curtice said.

“Little Seeds” was the latest
in a string of events planned
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at Franklin College to take
part in Spirit & Place, a yearly
event focused on helping grow
the human spirit and serve

as a catalyst for community
engagement.

Tied into its own interfaith
initiatives, the college has
hosted Spirit & Place events
in the past focused on story-
telling, poetry and musical
performance.

The theme of this year’s
Spirit & Place was Nature, and
organizers wanted to plan an
event examining the natural
world through an Indigenous
lens and children’s literature.

“Tonight, we celebrate the
values of community, creativity,
inclusivity and curiosity,” said
Kristen Flora, vice presi-
dent for academic affairs at
Franklin College.

Curtice, a Philadelphia
resident, writes on the intersec-
tions of spirituality and identity
and how that shifts throughout
our lives. She also speaks on
these topics to diverse audi-
ences who are interested in
truth-telling and healing.

Her vibrantly illustrated
children’s books feature an
Indigenous family sharing their
gratitude and appreciation for
Mother Earth. During Mon-
day’s event, Curtice read one
of those books, “Winter’s Gifts”
aloud to the assembled chil-
dren and other attendees, with
the book projected on a large

screen inside the Branigin
Room at the Napolitan Student
Center.

“This series, I was really
excited to help children — and
adults — reclaim that very spe-
cial relationship to the natural
world through the power of
stories,” she said.

Before the reading, though,
“Little Seeds” started with a
community gathering. Chil-
dren, parents, college students
and more enjoyed snacks such
as trail mix and “ants-on-a-
log” — peanut butter in celery
stalks, adorned with raisins.

Kids took part in a scav-
enger hunt, searching for the
tracks of bears, turkeys, foxes
and more hidden throughout
the room. One station invited
people to make pressed flower
bookmarks or create a garden
inside a glove.

A number of partnering
organizations, including the
Johnson County Public Library,
Greenwood Public Library,
Imagination Library of Johnson
County and the Franklin Col-
lege Earth Club, set up booths
for the event. Participants
could pick up one of Curtice’s
books, courtesy of a group of
college donors.

In one corner of the room,
kids took part in a continuous
“Reading Circle,” sitting in
oversized chairs and benches
to read nature-themed books
aloud.

The activities set the stage
for Curtice’s presentation. She
started by sitting down for a
discussion with Jim Alexander,
associate professor of philos-
ophy and religion at Franklin
College.

“I am so proud and honored
to have Kaitlin Curtice with us
tonight,” Alexander said. “She
writes about her Indigenous
heritage, and hopes to share
with us the wonders of the
natural world at a time when I
feel like we really need it.”

Their discussion touched
on a number of topics, from
Curtice’s experience as a story-
teller to her journals through of
poems and songs to the impact
authors such as the Bronte
sisters and Ernest Hemingway
had on her growing up.

Curtice shared one particular
book that was so beloved to her.

“My favorite book was
‘Goodnight Moon.’ I adored
that book. I had a copy of it
that I read until it fell apart,”
she said. “I had a kind of dif-
ficult childhood, and now I
realize that book held me and
tethered me — the calmness of
the room, the safety, all of the
spaces, all of the characters
that were held and cared for.”

Alexander was particularly
interested in the intersection of
her connection to the natural
world and her storytelling.

She described her Potawatomi
heritage and the importance of

nature to it.

Even if she moved away from
that aspect of her life as an
adolescent, she has revisited it
as an adult and a writer.

“Returning to that, it’s be-
come such a huge part of my
writing. Being Potawatomi, I'm
a human being who needs the
earth. We all need the earth,”
she said. “So much of my po-
etry, my children’s series, are
grounded in that relationship
we have to Mother Earth as a
being.”

The discussion served as an
ideal segway as Curtice read
“Winter’s Gift.” She called chil-
dren present in the audience to
come to the front of the room,
where as she read she asked
them questions about their
favorite stuffed animals and ex-
plained some of the traditions
present in the book.

“Winter’s Gift” centers on a
young Indigenous girl named
Dani, the importance of the
arrival of winter and how she
helps her friends understand
the season’s gifts.

“Sometimes, we have things
that are really important to us,
like Dani’s relationship with
Mother Earth, and sometimes
our friends don’t understand,”
Curtice said. “So Dani had
to be really brave, and really
believe in her relationship with
the earth, and share that with
people who really love and take
care of her.”

1 A02

Powered by TECNAVIA



